
Colorado Springs City Council Candidate Survey 

Date:  20 February 2023    

Name:  Roland Rainey, Jr. 

Office: City Council At-Large 

1. Do you support or oppose the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR)? Feel free to comment on 

projects you would support using TABOR refunds for —i.e., subsidized housing, parks, 

pothole repair, etc.) (200 words maximum) 
I support TABOR.  TABOR is Colorado’s unique tax and spend protection that 

provides an additional check and balance on state and local government, ensuring 

Colorado citizens have a voice in the execution of taxpayer money.  As someone who 

believes in limited government, this check and balance is essential to prevent 

unnecessary expansion and abuse of government.  As your City Councilman, I would 

exercise due diligence with my colleagues to assess critical City projects impacting 

our citizens that require their vote to use any portion of excess revenue.  Much like 

the Wildland Fire Mitigation Fund, where voters allowed the city to retain $20 million 

in excess revenue over the TABOR Cap, to be used by the Colorado Springs Fire 

Department to enhance wildland fire mitigation efforts in and around the city.  It is 

critical that this same diligent approach is used as we as Council members assess City 

requirements.   

 

2. Do you believe private companies should deliver goods and services to consumers and 

businesses? Or, should government funded enterprises be involved, such as Municipal 

Broadband? Please explain. (250 words maximum) 

We need to allow the free market to operate and answer supply and demand with the 

least amount of government interference.  Municipal government should focus on its 

primary obligations (utilities, public safety, transportation, parks & rec, etc.) and 

NOT seek to expand its responsibility into arenas outside its normal scope of duty.  As 

such, municipal broadband should be a business solution and not one that would 

burden our citizens with utility and tax hikes.  

 

3. Do you support “road-dieting” traffic lanes in favor of bike lanes and bus lanes in Colorado 

Springs? Please explain. (200 words maximum) 

I do not support.  At our current population growth rate, efficient traffic commute 

times will become vital for our hardworking citizens.  As many Colorado citizens, I 

enjoy a great bike ride around my community and on designated trails, but the safety 

of our citizens will always be a top priority for me.  I have personally witness bike 

riders weave into major traffic lanes, almost get hit by turning lane traffic, and in 

some cases cause traffic gridlock or significant delay on vehicle movement. 

 

4. Do you support a study to explore expanding Constitution Avenue? Please explain. (200 

words maximum) 

Along with my fellow Council members, I would want to assess the pros and cons of 

conducting such as study with a thorough cost-benefit analysis.  Since this is a current 



topic under consideration, I prefer not to give specifics that may require me to recuse 

myself for any future vote on the topic.  

 

5. Will you support taxpayer-funded Front Range Rail? Please explain. (200 words maximum) 

Comprehensive analysis must include all aspects of local government, to include 

private business assessing its feasibility and profitability.  I am opposed to raising 

taxes, but such a taxpayer-funded endeavor would have to go to the ballot for the 

citizens to vote on.  There could be solid benefits and I would look forward to 

reviewing the data and recommendations from various sectors when elected to City 

Council.   

 

6. Colorado Springs Utilities rates have been an increasing burden on ratepayers. What is your 

plan to manage Colorado Springs Utilities rates, in your capacity as a board member of 

Colorado Springs Utilities, so they are affordable for all citizens —from the poorest among 

us to the wealthiest? (250 words maximum) 

One of my interest areas is while the City Council make up the CSU board with Subject 

Matter Experts (SMEs), it could use a wider array of industry professionals when 

assessing utility rates.  I would like to advocate for adding CSU Support Task Forces 

comprised of various SMEs in specific areas of interest (i.e., electricity, natural gas, 

etc.).  Let’s rely on the experts to help guide our decisions with collective thoughts 
that benefits us all.  Moreover, when you elect me to City Council, I will request 

assignment to the CSU Program Management Review Committee.  Here, I will pour 

energy into reviewing our large programs performance and ensure we remain 

compliant with our policies when determining rate hikes. 

 

7. The Martin Drake Coal Power Plant was decommissioned 9 years earlier than required. Was 

that the correct decision? Please explain. (200 words maximum) 

The soaring cost of maintaining Drake, rising labor rates, and goals to reduce the 

city’s carbon emissions by 80 percent by 2030, makes Drakes early decommission a 

solid business decision.  Economically, the cost of maintaining and operating the coal 

plant with 80 personnel, just doesn’t compare to installing 6 natural gas generators 

maintained with 4 personnel, while still receiving energy by the coal-powered Ray 

Nixon and natural gas-powered Front Range power plants.  

However, when on council, I would like to review the data behind the decision to vote 

for Portfolio 17 (replace Drake with natural gas and renewables after Nixon closes at 

a more expensive cost) versus Portfolio 16 (replace coal-fired Ray Nixon plant with 

natural gas at a slightly cheaper cost).  While renewable energy is attractive because 

it has a more stable portfolio, it does possess high upfront capital cost.  I don’t want 

ratepayers to shoulder the burden of this cost, unless they specifically vote for it.  

 

8. What expenditures in the Colorado Springs City budget can be reduced or eliminated? As a 

future City Council member, will you vote against an increased budget? Will you ask for 

reductions for any specific departments or expenditures? Please explain. (250 words 

maximum) 

During my campaign, I will not commit to reducing or eliminating any budget items 

without first sitting at the table with all relevant parties and assess all data points 



through constructive and respectful discourse.  However, I will say that I will look at 

every situation with a keen-eye that help Colorado Springs Citizens enhance their 

quality of life and drive economic opportunity. 

 

9. What expenditures in the Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) budget should be reduced or 

eliminated? As a future board member of CSU, will you commit to making those cuts? (250 

words maximum) 

During my campaign, I will not commit to reducing or eliminating any budget items 

without first sitting at the table with all relevant parties and assess all data points 

through constructive and respectful discourse.   

However, I currently support placing a specific number on water supply 

requirements prior to a new development annexation.  This water rule is set in 

complex modeling taking into account various elements, such as historical water 

data, current demand, and projection of future needs due to population growth.  

Because this equation is not an exact science due to the fluctuation of demand and 

population growth, I believe a bi-annual assessment of the Reliably Met Demand 

should be accomplished. 

Furthermore, running water lines and other utilities outside the city from existing 

systems is an obstacle that possess many intricate pieces.  Who would pay for utility 

infrastructure that requires repairing and rehabilitating in support of extending 
utilities to these neighborhoods?  Making the citizens of Colorado Springs foot the bill 

for those outside our city limits or raising rates or taxes is not an option.  Lastly, I 

would want to serve on the City Task Force and engage with regional, state, and 

federal lawmakers to address the Colorado River drought issue that impact the upper 

basin states and ensure there is a decrease in water diversion to the lower basin 

states. 

 

10. What would you consider responsible growth in Colorado Springs? Examples might include 

infill, expansion to the east, annexation, etc. (200 words maximum) 

Colorado Springs population is growing at a faster rate than the actual state of 

Colorado and El Paso County is the most populated county in Colorado.  This growth, 

along with poor crime legislature, has made Colorado #1 in Motor Vehicle Thefts in 

the nation, while Colorado Springs Police Department reported an all time high in 

violent crime in 2022. 

While attractive cities grow due to economic opportunities, we also need to be 

cognizant of the impact to public safety, especially in the downtown areas. 

Infill development can be appeasing and aid in responsible growth by bringing new 

buildings in to replace empty lots or abandoned buildings (locations where criminal 

activities thrive) helping to eliminate urban blight.  Infill development will help raise 

land values, increase tax revenue, bring new clientele to local businesses, and expand 

our job base.  As a council member, I want to work with home builders and local 

government agencies to identify collective solutions for housing that can support 

responsible growth. 

 

 



11. Are you willing to recuse yourself from a vote in the event you have a conflict of interest? 

(200 words maximum) 

Yes – that should be the responsibility of any elected official as long as there is clear 

factual conflict of interest and not based on rumor or opinion.  

 

12. Optional: Anything else you want voters to know about what you would do if elected? (200 

words maximum)  

Many billion-dollar tech companies are finding a home in Colorado Springs or 

interested in building here.  However, some of these corporations hire from outside 

the city.  How do we hold them accountable to the city from an investment 

perspective?  Whether that is infrastructure or investing in tech training for potential 

employees right here in our city? 

As part of my platform, I would like to see these large companies invest in my 

initiative of a Colorado Springs Tech Job Corps (CSTJC).  The CSTJC will aim to provide 

advance tech training for qualified small business employees, high school graduates, 

and those blue-collar workers who are willing to advance their skills that may be 

falling behind due to the swift evolution of technology.  In return, these companies 

will receive a steady pipeline of employees, thus, providing citizens opportunities to 

thrive right here in our city.  Hence, kids don’t have to depart Colorado Springs to find 

better opportunities…those opportunities will reside in our city. 

 


