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1. Do you support or oppose the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR)? Feel free to 

comment on projects you would support using TABOR refunds for —i.e., subsidized 

housing, parks, pothole repair, etc.) (200 words maximum) 

I’m a limited government advocate. I strongly believe that cities will be most successful 

when they focus on the essential functions of municipal government: public safety, public works, 

transportation and parks, and don’t seek to take on responsibilities that have heretofore been the 

province of federal or state government or are otherwise not a traditional responsibility of local 

government. There is good news and bad news in TABOR that I will assess with due diligence in 

council. Pikes Peak region’s greatest natural disaster threats are historically, and continue to be, 

wildland fires and flash flooding. Increased investment in stormwater infrastructure over the last 

several years made us much better prepared for flash flooding, but we must continue to upgrade 

our system. We also know there will be more wildland fires. The question is when, where, and 

how well prepared we will be. Voters let the city retain $20 million in excess revenue over the 

TABOR cap in order to create a permanent Wildland Fire Mitigation Fund that greatly expands 

our fire mitigation efforts. TABOR has facilitated excellent solutions to these problems. Going into 

the future, this is discussion with due diligence on council as we asses City needs. 

 

2. Do you believe private companies should deliver goods and services to consumers 

and businesses? Or, should government funded enterprises be involved, such as 

Municipal Broadband? Please explain. (250 words maximum) 

I mentioned this above but the essential functions of municipal government are public 

safety, public works, transportation and parks. City government should not seek to take on 

responsibilities that have heretofore been the province of business, federal or state government 

or are otherwise not a traditional responsibility of local government.  

In my opinion, municipal broadband should be a business enterprise For-Profit solution, 

not something that increases our utility bills or tax rates. Again, this is a problem for council 

discussion with due diligence. 

Our city currently has an 'inventory' of 1,300 homes for sale. Very few are affordable to 

young families. As a limited government advocate, I would strongly discourage city leaders from 

getting the city directly into the housing business itself. On a national level, such efforts have been 

historically expensive and unproductive. Personally, I want Council, businesses, and Developers 

to figure out – across the city including close to downtown – how to solve our housing shortage 

with common sense solutions that build homes young families with kids can afford. 



As for any Government funded enterprises, Colorado Springs residents enjoy among the 

lowest municipal tax burdens of any city in the country. The city's per capita tax burden averages 

$800, a third of the average tax burden of residents in our country’s 100 largest cities. We must 

keep sight of the fact that you can have a very prosperous city and a low tax burden. High tax 

burdens are ultimately hostile to a city’s growth and prosperity. 

 

3. Do you support “road-dieting” traffic lanes in favor of bike lanes and bus lanes in 

Colorado Springs? Please explain. (200 words maximum) 

I despise them. Road dieting makes traffic harder and I’ve already seen multiple people riding 

bicycles in the bike lanes almost get hit by cars trying to turn. In other words, they also are not safe. 

 

4. Do you support a study to explore expanding Constitution Avenue? Please explain. 

(200 words maximum) 

I want to see this proposal and assess with due diligence in council. Any answer one way 

of the other might recuse me from voting on this issue. 

 

5. Will you support taxpayer-funded Front Range Rail? Please explain. (200 words 

maximum) 

My gut tells me to resist using OPM (Other People’s Money) to do this with taxpayer funds. 

Economic opportunity and analysis must be the deciding factors and that means private 

businesses working it and deciding if it would be profitable. This might be a good idea, but I will 

weigh this proposal and decide, if I am on Council. 

 

6. Colorado Springs Utilities rates have been an increasing burden on ratepayers. What 

is your plan to manage Colorado Springs Utilities rates, in your capacity as a board 

member of Colorado Springs Utilities, so they are affordable for all citizens —from 

the poorest among us to the wealthiest? (250 words maximum) 

Over the past 5 years, the typical four-service Utilities bill has almost doubled. As a Utilities 

Board member, I will request assignment on the Utilities Finance Committee. I will put in the time 

necessary to pour through all documents related to cost. I will review in detail the Utilities external 

audits for the past 5 years. I will request forensic analyses if needed. In short, I will ensure the level of 

transparency that Colorado Springs deserves. Along the way, I will push back on the war on natural 

gas. 

 

8. The Martin Drake Coal Power Plant was decommissioned 9 years earlier than 

required. Was that the correct decision? Please explain. (200 words maximum) 

I initially resisted the Drake decision when I ran for council 2 years ago, seeing our city losing 

the ability to generate electricity in a very clean coal plant at 3 to 4 cents per kilowatt hour. Yet, 

examining the costs of that aging plant, high labor costs, the costs of maintaining Drake climbing 



beyond foreseeable income, and inability to rapidly 'spin' up Drake nodes to sell electricity to other 

municipalities, I realize that shutting down Drake was a good business decision.  

All electric portfolio options, building on the Electric Integrated Resource Plan, must pass the 

test for environmental stewardship, regulatory compliance, and appropriate portfolio diversity, while 

delivering the best cost to every ratepayer. I will request a review of the decision making behind the 

recent closure of the Drake power plant. That was driven by the Governor’s emissions standards and 

threats of punitive fines, but the early decision was reluctantly a business decision. Now paying an 

average of 16 cents per kilowatt hour on my bill, I think we at least owe a good answer to ‘Springs 

ratepayers. 

In my mind, using ratepayer funds for anything other than resilience, redundancy, and 

reducing the cost of utilities is wrong.  

 

9. What expenditures in the Colorado Springs City budget can be reduced or eliminated? 

As a future City Council member, will you vote against an increased budget? Will you 

ask for reductions for any specific departments or expenditures? Please explain. (250 

words maximum) 

At this point I want to sit at that table, be part of those discussions, and weigh each possibility 

with due diligence. I will not commit during my campaign on anything specific because I do not want 

to be recused from this vote. As a student of history, I believe we are moving toward the historic 

‘Great Depression’ event horizon that has happened every hundred years or so in Western Civilization. 

Before I weigh how council should collectively and effectively respond, I will promise that my 

responses will be with as much compassion as possible. Economic downturns – especially if as harsh 

as what we might face on the horizon – impact everyone. My responses will be shaped by my core 

tenets of flourishing quality of life and protecting economic opportunity. 

 

10. What expenditures in the Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) budget should be reduced 

or eliminated? As a future board member of CSU, will you commit to making those 

cuts? (250 words maximum) 

As a Utilities Board member, I will request assignment on the Utilities Finance Committee. I 

will put in the time necessary to pour through all documents related to cost. I will review in detail the 

Utilities external audits for the past 5 years.  

We are fortunate that our community has robust water delivery systems that will serve us for 

the next 50 years. Key is that we have the opportunity to continue building on the shoulders of past 

giants for our future. However, much of our water infrastructure is aging and represents a potential 

liability for future generations. I will push for a comprehensive plan to address water infrastructure 

using an asset management approach that will optimize both capital and maintenance efforts over a 

20- and 50-year horizon. I will encourage and am willing to participate in discussions at the regional 

and federal level concerning the Colorado River and the real possibility of water shortfalls in the 

immediate and long-term future. We need to skillfully forge partnerships and develop win-win 

adaptive solutions for this challenge that are Common Sense. 



 

11. What would you consider responsible growth in Colorado Springs? Examples might 

include infill, expansion to the east, annexation, etc. (200 words maximum) 

 

Since 2015, Colorado Springs grew about 50,000 people or about 1½% per year. Our economic 

growth has been exponential. You cannot create the 5,500 jobs needed annually to accommodate 

graduating children and grandchildren who want to live here, without growing. All healthy cities grow. 

The School District 20 planning consultant, Don Smith, gave an excellent briefing to the DAC on In-

District construction and development. Ten years ago, there was ¾ of a student per home in D-20 for 

a total student population of ~20,000 students. Today, there is ¼ of a student per home in D-20 and 

in spite of a lot more homes, student population remains at ~20,000 students. D-20 schools are not 

hitting the threshold of students in seats to justify future school construction. D-20 owns land for that 

potential, but at less than 80% classroom capacities, can’t go to taxpayers for bonds or tax increases 

with that ask. There are a lot of reasons, but rocketing home costs and people having fewer children 

are among them. Personally, I want Council and home builders to figure out – across the city, not just 

in D-20 – how to build homes young families with kids can afford and develop economic opportunity.  

 

12. Are you willing to recuse yourself from a vote in the event you have a conflict of 

interest? (200 words maximum) 

Yes – and that’s why I’ve been very careful in all my answers, to limit those possible recusal 

moments. 

 

13. Optional: Anything else you want voters to know about what you would do if elected? 

(200 words maximum)  

I have two answers and hope that my some of my shorter answers above will accommodate 

these two thoughts. I have a vision for a city worthy of its founding, its beautiful location, and its 

amazing history. I will be a catalyst for building a healthy and robust community in ways that are 

Common Sense Solutions we can work on together, well positioned for the challenges of the 21st 

century and beyond. 

 

Innovation in a business-friendly climate 

I think about economic opportunity in my discussions with citizens of COS. As a council 

member, working with citizens and developers, I’d like to figure out how to build and develop an 

‘Interquest’ style business and project zone on the south side around the Airport. I want to also 

combine – or perhaps, extend, a Catalyst Campus- type innovation center to this area. Airport business 

innovation, technical innovation, and education are key components. These have grown 

tremendously, but a development similar to what we see north on Interquest could provide 

possibilities that would support the Colorado Springs Airport as a hub that businesses and families 

frequent more often – Attracting more business, flights, and flyers rather than having them go to 

Denver. 



 

Crime and Public Safety are critical issues and my #1 platform tenet. 

Colorado Springs saw 54 murders in 2022, more than in any year since 1985. Our State prison 

population has been reduced 23% over the past decade, but our serious crime rate in El Paso County 

has increased 42%. In this turmoil, our city has a severe shortage in police recruitment and retention 

within CSPD. Even if CSPD adds more than 100 officers by the end of the year, more officers will be 

needed. CSPD has 745 officers, but resources continue to be stretched thin. As a Councilman, I want 

to have a voice, to step up to this table and be part of something great. Motivated additions to the 

police force will be crucial for public safety goals going forward.  

If elected to council, I will strive to sit at this table and be part of working and solving this part 

of the problem.  


