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1. Do you support or oppose the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR)? Feel free to comment on 

projects you would support using TABOR refunds for —i.e., subsidized housing, parks, 

pothole repair, etc. (200 words maximum):   

 

I support TABOR.  I have voted to return County TABOR excess funds back to 

residents every year we’ve had an excess while a County Commissioner.  As mayor I 

would continue to advocate that TABOR excess funds be returned to residents.   

 

2. Do you believe private companies should deliver goods and services to consumers and 

businesses? Or, should government funded enterprises be involved, such as Municipal 

Broadband? Please explain. (250 words maximum):  

 

I believe that private companies are better able to provide goods and services rather 

than government and that the city should NOT be competing with them or creating 
monopolies.  CSU should be focused on providing reliable, low-cost energy 

production (utilities) and water/wastewater services, NOT competing with our local 

broadband companies, several of which have already voiced their concern over this 

issue. 

 

3. Do you support “road-dieting” traffic lanes in favor of bike lanes and bus lanes in Colorado 

Springs? Please explain. (200 words maximum):  

 

No, I have publicly opposed road dieting for the past 7 years and testified or called in 

to the City during their public input meetings against it.   

 

4. Do you support a study to explore expanding Constitution Avenue? Please explain. (200 

words maximum):  

 

I don’t believe the city should be spending $2.5 million on a study while there are 

much higher pressing needs, such as combating the increased crime and getting our 

roads fixed and potholes filled.   

 

5. The Colorado Springs Red Light Camera Program has expanded over the past several years. 

Will you continue to support the expansion of the program or will you discontinue it? Please 

explain. (200 words maximum):  

 

I would oppose any expansion of this program because it appears to be more about 

raising funds for the city rather than a safety concern.  A review of the city’s annual 



budget the past several years clearly shows how the city has planned for increased 

revenues of several million dollars from these fees. 

 

6. Will you support taxpayer-funded Front Range Rail? Please explain. (200 words maximum):  

 

No.  As a County Commissioner, I have already voiced my concern and opposition to 

this as it is most likely to become an overpriced, underutilized, and endless taxpayer 

subsidized program. 

 

7. How do you plan to ensure public safety with an understaffed police department? (250 

words maximum):  

 

I believe that Public Safety is government’s #1 job.  Residents should feel safe and be 

safe in their homes and neighborhoods, and addressing crime will be my priority.  We 

will complete a study of the budget, find efficiencies and cut excess spending, and 

then utilize those savings to better fund our police so that we can improve retention 

and recruiting, and improve overall services to our residents.  I will also address the 

city’s reported call response time and dropped call issues, acknowledged by the 

previous police chief.  I have the most experience working with law enforcement 

among the candidates and served on the city’s Public Safety Sales Tax Oversight 
Committee, providing me additional insight into the needs of our first responders.  

Finally, my efforts will also include having the city host community public safety 

forums that will bring our law enforcement leadership and residents together that 

addresses concerns and builds trust so that our officers and our community feel 

greater pride and confidence in our department.  I am proud to “back the blue.” 

 

8. The Martin Drake Coal Power Plant was decommissioned 9 years earlier than required. Was 

that the correct decision? Please explain. (200 words maximum): 

 

I believe it was the wrong decision.  I attended and testified at two of those meetings 

and opposed the decision.  The council’s decision has resulted in the increased rates 

we are seeing today that is hitting all households hard.  I believe that CSU needs to get 

back to its primary job of providing reliable, LOW-COST utilities and 

water/stormwater services. 

 

9. What expenditures in the Colorado Springs City budget can be reduced or eliminated? As 

our future Mayor, will you commit to those reductions? Please explain. (250 words 

maximum):   

 

I plan on conducting a thorough review of the budget and find any areas of waste and 

will reduce or eliminate the areas of waste that are found.  As a County 

Commissioner, I have a record of advocating for smaller/limited government, 

returning TABOR excess funds back to residents, and for budgets that prioritize core 

functions of government in an efficient manner.  I do commit to bringing that same 

effectiveness and working on a tight budget to the city’s annual request. 

 



10. What would you consider responsible growth in Colorado Springs? Examples might include 

infill, expansion to the east, annexation, etc. (200 words maximum):  

 

Priority for growth should be our infil areas and areas on the east where there is 

access to already existing police and fire stations, utilities and infrastructure.  This 

will help keep construction costs down.  I will also call for the city/county, water 

districts and community partners to work on strategic water plans that allows us to 

identify areas that make the most sense in which to develop and smartly grow our 

city.  Annexations, where they take place, should take into account water, 

infrastructure and essential services needs and costs.  We need to make smart 

decisions on city growth and NOT try to become Denver.   

 

11. What is your plan to tackle the issues that come with a growing homeless population? (250 

words maximum):   

 

I will do so by addressing both the public safety and public health/mental health 

aspects to homelessness, and by enforcing our laws.  As a County Commissioner I 

advocated for better matching available services to those in need, especially veterans 

assistance and for those with substance abuse and dependency issues.  We’ve also 

budgeted to ensure we can address public health and safety concerns and for fund 
cleanups so our communities are safer and clean.  I have also emphasized increased 

collaboration with our partner government and nonprofit agencies, and faith-based 

organizations, and will continue this as mayor.  As a member of the Board of Health 

and our regional Opioid Council, I will advocate to utilize available services to help 

those that are homeless with recovery assistance. 

 

12. Optional: Anything else you want voters to know about what you would do if elected? (200 

words maximum):   

 

As a retired AF Lt Colonel, current County Commissioner, businessman and former 

teacher, I have the experience, leadership skills, and conservative values that best 

matches our community.  I have a record of hard work, fiscal responsibility, being a 

voice for residents, and opposing tax increases, and will bring that same dedicated 

effort and conservative values to the mayor’s office.   


