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1. Do you support or oppose the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR)? Feel free to comment on 

projects you would support using TABOR refunds for —i.e., subsidized housing, parks, 

pothole repair, etc.) (200 words maximum)  I believe TABOR has both positive and negative 

effects to our region.  It has the propensity to keep taxes in check and ensure a level of 

accountability and transparency that we often see abused in other areas.  On the flip side, it 

also has the effect of limiting our municipality with regards to how much forward-thinking 

we can participate in.  The city, and county for that matter, are unable to save cash for a 

rainy day and/or impending large capital investments, as examples.  I am in favor of the 

transparency of the refunds and believe the voters should continue to have the final say.   

 

2. Do you believe private companies should deliver goods and services to consumers and 

businesses? Or, should government funded enterprises be involved, such as Municipal 

Broadband? Please explain. (250 words maximum).  I believe private companies are best 

suited to provide goods and services to consumers when markets are fair and open.  

Government has the ability to “crowd out” industry due to its size and competitive 

advantage and thus, government intervention must be monitored. 

 

3. Do you support “road-dieting” traffic lanes in favor of bike lanes and bus lanes in Colorado 

Springs? Please explain. (200 words maximum).  Unfortunately, we saw several failed 

experiments of this in recent years in areas where it simply didn’t make sense.  That being 

said, in more densely populated areas where other forms of transportation are more 

popular, this model may make sense. 

 

4. Do you support a study to explore expanding Constitution Avenue? Please explain. (200 

words maximum).  I participated alongside the neighborhood in both of the well-attended 

town halls.  Most of the people were adamantly against this study and seemed to have their 

doubts that regardless of what the $2.5M study yielded, the city was going to move ahead 

with their plans anyways.  As of right now, I am not in favor of doing this study based on the 

sheer amount of neighborhood opposition.  Sometimes, we need to listen to and protect our 

neighborhoods. 

 

5. Will you support taxpayer-funded Front Range Rail? Please explain. (200 words maximum).  

I would need to see and understand a comprehensive study of what the impacts of Front 

Range Rail would be. 

 

6. Colorado Springs Utilities rates have been an increasing burden on ratepayers. What is your 

plan to manage Colorado Springs Utilities rates, in your capacity as a board member of 



Colorado Springs Utilities, so they are affordable for all citizens —from the poorest among 

us to the wealthiest? (250 words maximum).  Undoubtedly, costs of just about everything 

have gone up and in many cases have squeezed families wallets.  Utilities, in general, are 

highly regulated and to be fair, many of those recent increases were also reversed with 

recent decreases as well.  That being said, we owe it to our citizens to be transparent and 

have diligent long-term planning when it comes to utilities, especially with regards to water.  

Smart futures contracts and investments in affordable, reliable energy policy will be 

priorities of mine.   

 

8. The Martin Drake Coal Power Plant was decommissioned 9 years earlier than required. Was 

that the correct decision? Please explain. (200 words maximum).  This was studied at length 

by outside experts and engineers within our utility.  They felt assured they could reliably 

meet demand while not experiencing dramatic spikes in costs.  The pandemic constrained 

supply chains along with subsequent inflation pushed prices of everything upwards, 

including energy.  I believe there is very little correlation between the closure of Drake and 

the increase in prices, especially when almost all other energy costs have soared as well, 

even those primarily on coal.  Furthermore, much of Drake was transformed into a natural 

gas plant many years ago anyways. 

 

9. What expenditures in the Colorado Springs City budget can be reduced or eliminated? As a 

future City Council member, will you vote against an increased budget? Will you ask for 

reductions for any specific departments or expenditures? Please explain. (250 words 

maximum).  I am not approaching city council with an agenda to eliminate certain 

departments.  I am, however, cautious of waste and will look to improve budgets and/or 

efficiency at all times.  Running our own business with over 30 employees and two 

locations, I know how to manage budgets and run an efficient operation. 

 

10. What expenditures in the Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) budget should be reduced or 

eliminated? As a future board member of CSU, will you commit to making those cuts? (250 

words maximum).  This is another area where a comprehensive study of CSU will need to be 

performed.  Simply put, I am not close enough to the inner-workings to understand where 

we can gain efficiency and savings.  Our utility has a budget nearly four times the size of the 

city budget.  It is a critical, large operation with a great deal of expertise and complexity.  It 

is also one with multiple stakeholders from the municipal level all the way to the Federal 

level.  Future water is a perfect example. 

 

11. What would you consider responsible growth in Colorado Springs? Examples might include 

infill, expansion to the east, annexation, etc. (200 words maximum).  Responsible growth 

has been one of my campaign tenets from day one.  Growth when modest and logical is 

manageable and tolerated.  I believe loose monetary policy and subsequent inflation have 

created a whirlwind of induced demand.  Though there is no one definition of responsible 

growth, per se, I do know that $10 eggs and $7 lumber isn’t what we have in mind.  Getting 

control of inflation is wildly important here.  

 

12. Are you willing to recuse yourself from a vote in the event you have a conflict of interest? 

(200 words maximum).  I would recuse myself in a vote only at the advice of our legal 



counsel and/or I had a conflict of interest.  As an example, when I ran two years ago for the 

District 1 seat, our neighborhood was hot in the middle of the 2424 rezoning project.  Some 

feared I would have to recuse since I live near it and since the project is in my district.  This 

made no sense to me.  People in district 1 would have elected me to do just that, represent 

them.    

 

13. Optional: Anything else you want voters to know about what you would do if elected? (200 

words maximum)  

 

 


